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Drafts.
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and may be updated, replaced, or obsoleted by other documents at any
time. It is inappropriate to use Internet-Drafts as reference
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Abstract
This memo presents a mechanism that allows feed publishers to express

preferences over how a consumer processes Atom links and Content-By-
Reference.
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Introduction

This docoument specifies a mechanism by which feed publishers MAY
express how applications consuming Atom documents should handle links
and referenced content. For example, a publisher may include an
enclosure link within a feed but may not wish for applications to
automatically download the enclosed file when it processes the feed;
or, the publisher may not wish to allow applications to archive or
index the enclosure in any way. The 'follow', 'index' and 'archive'
attributes introduced herein provide the means for publishers to
express these preferences.

noFollowAttributes = {

attribute follow { "yes" | "no" }?,
attribute index { "yes" | "no" }?,
attribute archive { "yes" | "no" }?

}

Section 6.3 of the Atom Format specification indicates that Atom
processors that encounter unknown extensions MUST ignore those
extensions without altering their behavior. Because of this
requirement, there can be no assumption that a particular software
implementation will support the extensions defined herein.

Notational Conventions

The key words "MUST", "MUST NOT", "REQUIRED", "SHALL", "SHALL NOT",
"SHOULD", "SHOULD NOT", "RECOMMENDED", "MAY", and "OPTIONAL" in this
document are to be interpreted as described in BCP 14, [RFC2119], as
scoped to those conformance targets.

In this specification, "entry" refers to an atom:entry element.

In this specification, "feed" refers to an Atom Feed Document.

In this specification, "head section" refers to the children of a
feed's document-wide metadata container; e.g., the child elements of

the atom:feed element in an Atom Feed Document.

In this specification, the term "extension attribute" refers to a
namespace qualified element attribute.

In this specification, the term "link" refers to an atom:link
element.

In this specification, the term "referenced content" refers to an
atom:content element that contains a @src attribute.


https://datatracker.ietf.org/doc/html/bcp14
https://datatracker.ietf.org/doc/html/rfc2119
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This specification uses XML Namespaces [W3C.REC-xml-names-19990114]
to uniquely identify XML element and attribute names. It uses the
following namespace prefix for the indicated namespace URI;

{Ed. Note: The Namespace must be changed before publication to
reflect a proper IETF namespace scheme}
"x": "http://purl.org/atompub/nofollow/1.0"

This specification uses terms from the XML Infoset [W3C.REC-xml-
infoset-20040204]. However, this specification uses a shorthand; the
phrase "Information Item" is omitted when naming Element Information
Items. Therefore, when this specification uses the term "element,"
it is referring to an Element Information Item in Infoset terms.

The 'x:follow' extension attribute

The 'x:follow" attribute indicates whether applications should
automatically attempt to follow links and referenced content (e.g.,
whether or not enclosure links should be automatically downloaded,
etc). The value of the attribute is either "yes" or "no". If
missing, the value is considered to be indeterminate. A value of
"no" indicates that applications SHOULD NOT attempt to automatically
resolve the referenced resource -- rather, the application should
wait until a user explicitly requests the linked resource to be
resolved.

For example,
<entry xmlns="http://www.w3.0rg/2005/Atom"

xmlns:x="http://purl.org/atompub/nofollow/1.0">

<id>...</id>

<title>...</title>

<link rel="enclosure"
href="http://example.com/mediafiles/mysong.mp3"
x:follow="no" />

</entry>
The 'x:follow' attribute MAY be contained by atom:link elements and
atom:content elements that contain a 'src' attribute.
The 'x:index' extension attribute
The 'x:index' attribute indicates whether applications should index
links and referenced content. The value of the attribute is either

"yes" or "no". If missing, the value is considered to be
indeterminate. A value of "no" indicates that applications SHOULD
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NOT index the referenced resource.

For the sake of this specification, 'indexing' refers to the practice
of parsing and processing the content of a resource for the purpose
of populating a database used for searching and other forms of
analysis. The intended purpose of using x:index="no" would be for
the publisher to indicate their preference that the associated
resource not be processed for searching or analysis purposes.
<entry xmlns="http://www.w3.0rg/2005/Atom"
xmlns:x="http://purl.org/atompub/nofollow/1.0">
<id>...</id>
<title>...</title>
<link rel="enclosure"
href="http://example.com/mediafiles/mysong.mp3"
x:index="no" />

</entry>
The 'x:index' attribute MAY be contained by atom:link elements and
atom:content elements containing a 'src' attribute.

The 'x:archive' extension attribute

The 'x:archive' attribute indicates whether applications should
archive the targets of links and content references. The value of
the attribute is either "yes" or "no". If missing, the value is
considered to be "yes". A value of "no" indicate that applications
SHOULD NOT archive the referenced resource.

For the sake of this specification, 'archiving' refers to the
practice of maintain a local copy of a resource as part of a
historical record. This is different than the practice of
maintaining locally cached copies of a resource for the sake of
improving transmission performance and reducing network bandwidth.
The intended purpose of using x:archive="no" would be for a publisher
to indicate their preference that local copies of the asociated
resource not be maintained for archival/historical purposes.
<entry xmlns="http://www.w3.0rg/2005/Atom"
xmlns:x="http://purl.org/atompub/nofollow/1.0">
<id>...</id>
<title>...</title>
<link rel="enclosure"
href="http://example.com/mediafiles/mysong.mp3"
x:archive="no" />

</entry>
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The 'x:archive' attribute MAY be contained by atom:link elements and
atom:content elements containing a 'src' attribute.

6. Security Considerations
There are no security considerations introduced by this
specification.
7. IANA Considerations
There are no IANA considerations introduced by this specification.
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Intellectual Property Statement

The IETF takes no position regarding the validity or scope of any
Intellectual Property Rights or other rights that might be claimed to
pertain to the implementation or use of the technology described in
this document or the extent to which any license under such rights
might or might not be available; nor does it represent that it has
made any independent effort to identify any such rights. Information
on the procedures with respect to rights in RFC documents can be
found in BCP 78 and BCP 79.

Copies of IPR disclosures made to the IETF Secretariat and any
assurances of licenses to be made available, or the result of an
attempt made to obtain a general license or permission for the use of
such proprietary rights by implementers or users of this
specification can be obtained from the IETF on-line IPR repository at
http://www.ietf.org/ipr.

The IETF invites any interested party to bring to its attention any
copyrights, patents or patent applications, or other proprietary
rights that may cover technology that may be required to implement
this standard. Please address the information to the IETF at
ietf-ipr@ietf.org.

Disclaimer of Validity

This document and the information contained herein are provided on an
"AS IS" basis and THE CONTRIBUTOR, THE ORGANIZATION HE/SHE REPRESENTS
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ENGINEERING TASK FORCE DISCLAIM ALL WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED,
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT THE USE OF THE
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WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.
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