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Dear SG 15,Questions 3,9, 11,12, 14 and WP 3/15 Colleagues

Following excellent co-operation between members of the IETF and experts from the ITU-T we are pleased to inform you that the work on the MPLS Transport Profile (MPLS-TP) has been organized and is progressing according to schedule.   We have had two formal meetings as well as an ad hoc interim meeting.  A plan for a basic document set has been made and editors appointed.  Initial drafts of all are in progress.  

Of those documents, four have now been adopted as working group documents.  Working group status means that there is consensus that the text presents a good starting point for an RFC.  Those documents are listed below.


Title
 : MPLS Generic Associated Channel


Author(s): M. Vigoureux, M. Bocci, D. Ward, G. Swallow,

                   R. Aggarwal


Filename : draft-bocci-mpls-tp-gach-gal-00.txt


Title    : MPLS-TP Requirements


Author(s): B. Niven-Jenkins, et al.


Filename : draft-jenkins-mpls-mpls-tp-requirements-01.txt


Title    : A Framework for MPLS in Transport Networks


Author(s): M. Bocci, S. Bryant


Filename : draft-blb-mpls-tp-framework-01.txt


Title    : Requirements for OAM in MPLS Transport Networks


Author(s): M. Vigoureux, D. Ward, M. Betts, M. Bocci, I.Busi


Filename : draft-vigoureux-mpls-tp-oam-requirements-01.txt

The documents will be re-posted using the IETF naming conventions as

draft-mpls-tp-gach-gal-xx.txt

draft-mpls-mpls-tp-requirements-xx.txt

draft-mpls-tp-framework-xx.txt

draft-mpls-tp-oam-requirements-xx.txt
respectively until they achieve RFC status, where xx is the current revision number. 

We also would like to draw your attention to the current drafts of the other documents that comprise our initial set.  They are 

draft-gray-mpls-tp-nm-req-01.txt

draft-sprecher-mpls-tp-oam-analysis-02.txt

draft-sprecher-mpls-tp-survive-fwk-00.txt

draft-busi-mpls-tp-oam-framework.00.txt

The full set of documents related to MPLS-TP can be found by searching for Internet Drafts with the term “mpls-tp” in the document file name.  A search tool is available at https://datatracker.ietf.org/drafts/.

We invite your input, both as a body and as individuals, as we continue to progress this work.  Input to our process may be provided through liaisons, email to mpls-tp@ietf.org, or as individual internet-drafts. We will be making a concerted effort to progress the working group documents before our next meeting.  In order to be certain that your input to those four documents can be properly considered, we would need it by January 12, 2009.

Our next meeting will be at IETF74, in San Francisco, March 22-27, 2009.  Initial drafts are due three weeks prior and updated drafts are due two weeks prior.  If you have comment and input please provide those well in advance of those dates so that there is sufficient time for discussion and for the various editors to incorporate any agreed changes.

Once a document is accepted as a work group document it is progressed through working group review.  This activity occurs primarily on the referenced email list.  Once the text becomes stable, a formal working group last call is issued.  We anticipated that during those last calls you will expeditiously review and comment per the agreement made by the JWT.

Since nature of the MPLS-TP work is cooperation between IETF and ITU-T, we would like to point out that it would be very timely it ITU-T experts could take active part in the reviewing of the MPLS-TP working group documents.  
We look forward to your input and continuing co-operation as we progress this work.
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