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Crossing the Technology Desert
Solving Rural and Tribal Broadband Access



Tribal Connectivity

Why microwave is a solution, or sometimes a stop-gap to a permanent fiber solution
• Lack of middle-mile fiber infrastructure to support fiber backbone access (missing 8,000 miles)

• Geographical diversity of 573 Federally recognized US Tribal nations, 634 First Nations in Canada

• Rights-of-way, easement issues from Federal Soveriegn to Private to Government land paths.

• Tribal Historical Preservation of sacred sites, burials, artifacts make construction complex/expensive

Heavily dependent on microwave backhaul

Cookie-cutter network solutions do not apply: 
One size does not fit all…















20 Years of Backbone Bypass

• [Show map of how things were built]
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US Long-haul Fiber Routes



The FIRST STEP IS THE HARDEST
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SLC – PHX, PHX to DEN (working with the Navajo Nation)
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