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Key Take-Away

We Don’t Do Politics, 
and not just in HRPC. 



An IETF anthropologist01 Am I lost?



ABOUT US
Anthropologists are everywhere, we study 
“up” (i.e. powerful people) and “at home” (i.e. 
our own societies. 



Study of human cultures 
and social behavior

What?

Participant observation, 
interviews, fieldwork

How?

How cultural conditions 
shape society 

Why?

What, How, Why of Anthropology



Research Context02 Human Rights advocates in the IETF & IRTF 



Human Rights Protocol Considerations Group

https://hrpc.io/



Human Rights Advocacy in the HRPC: 
a brief overview



RFC 9673, 2013 



Policy Considerations for Internet Protocols, 2010



Professor Braman, 2011
Early RFCs research  



Policy as an Evergreen ? 



HRPC03 Human Rights in the IETF / IRTF 



Key Take-Away reshash

We Don’t Do Politics, 
and not just in HRPC. 



“So, for example, I agree it would be wrong for the IETF to 
start taking positions on economics. Saying that we need an 
anti-capitalist IETF would be kind of stupid, right? Uhm. It’s 
never going to happen anyways. So, for the credibility of the 
organisation, for its sponsors, for the people here who make 
use of the technologies developed, it would make no sense to 
do very overtly political things.”

--Interviewee





HRPC IMPACT? 



LONG ARCH OF IETF PUBLIC INTEREST TECH WORK



Quo Vadis? 



Thank you! 

https://corinnecath.com/wp-
content/uploads/2021/09/CathCorinne-
Thesis-
DphilInformationCommunicationSocialScie
nces.pdf


