
The IETF and WSIS+20



Why Engage in WSIS+20?
• IETF needs to be seen to defend the multistakeholder 

approach to Internet Governance
• IETF doesn’t need a license to operate, but it doesn’t exist in 

isolation
• The governance framework in which the IETF exists (and 

significantly shaped) needs defending!



How We Will Engage
• IAB members and IETF Chair will provide input to the 

stakeholder consultation and engage in high level 
discussion when possible
• IETF people are encouraged to talk about the IETF in 

national and regional consultations as well
• Guiding principle: Talk about the IETF not for the IETF.



The IETF Message to 
WSIS+20



1. The IETF Provides Building Blocks

• The IETF is the premier venue for developing technical 
standards for a well-functioning, secure, trustworthy, 
and unfragmented Internet infrastructure. 
• Those standards are building blocks to assure an 
interoperable, non-discriminatory and demand-
driven Internet that can evolve.
• It is the ever-evolving open Internet that is critical to the 

delivery of the WSIS action items and the Sustainable 
Development Goals.
• eg Action line C6, and article 13p



2. The IETF is Open
• The IETF is an open venue with an exemplary 

transparent and open process for developing technical 
specifications.
• Freely available IETF specifications help bridge the 

knowledge divide.
• IETF is continually improving its diversity through:
• Equitable online participation
• Culture changes (awareness, training, processes)
• Seeking to understand and improve how we work with other 

stakeholders



3. The IETF Promotes Good Internet 
Governance
• The development and governance of the Internet’s 

infrastructure is a mature process that is still 
constantly evolving.
• Not all digital issues are Internet issues – although they 

may be enabled by global connectedness.
• The multistakeholder approach to Internet governance 

allows an Internet that scales and evolves.
• The existing definition of Internet governance is a 

working one and should not be reopened.
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