
What is IANA’s Role?
• Highly skilled organizer and curator of assignments and 

registered information
• Presumed to be more skilled in those areas than IETF
• IETF makes the technical decisions and decisions about 

approval models for each registry
• But, at most. recommends registry structures, etc
• May seek IANA advice

• IANA  makes decisions consistent with organizing and 
curatorial best practices, including consistency  with overall 
protocol registry organization

• Clerical function
• IETF responsible for all details

• Not clear whether there is a middle ground



Designated Expert Role for Registry
• No question about evaluation of proposed new registrations as 

specified in protocol specification consistent with 8126/8126bis.
• However, decisions about registry organizing, relationships 

among registrations, etc., may be different
• Possibly even different expertise required
• Questions of transparency and open process

• So…
• In designating an expert, does the IESG delegate authority over the 

registry as well as decisions about proposed registrations?
• Might the answer be  different for different registries?



Additional  Well-Know Policies
• Two were proposed some time ago

• draft-bormann-gendispatch-with-expert-review
Review body action after Designated Expert review, not a choice
Also modifies RFC  7120

• draft-klensin-iana-consid-hybrid
Balance advantage of community (or designee) review against 
advantage of registrations with minimal effort to prevent name conflict 
by letting registrant choose.

• Both presented during ALLDISPATCH at IETF 120
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