
Core Use Cases

As A User, I want to be able to do…
Backup
● To backup my email/contacts in a format suitable for restoration

Account Portability
● To choose an alternative service provider and bring my personal data

Incremental update
● To have secondary services and tools provide features to me using my data

○ even useful if limited to async, delayed, one-way
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PDPArchive: Personal Data Portability Archive



Proposed Approach

● Separate files bundled 
together in a compressed 
archive

● JSON files: JSContact 
and JSCalendar

● EML files for mail objects

● JSON for everything else 
including folder 
metadata.   

Archive file, compressed

EML
files

JSCon
tactJSCal

Folder
.json



Enabling future work

● Ask server to generate archive
○ in JMAP,IMAP CalDAV or HTTP servers hosting covered 

data types 
● Ask server to transfer archive, or authorize 3rd party to access 

archive
○ in JMAP, IMAP, CalDAV or HTTP servers etc.
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Links and names

Authors
● Alexey Melnikov
● Hans-Joerg Happel
● Lisa Dusseault

Draft
● https://github.com/hhappel/draft-happel-mailmaint-pdparchive
● https://datatracker.ietf.org/doc/draft-happel-mailmaint-pdparchive/
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