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Abstract

Only 0.24% of RFCs have African co-
authors.

Findings from Africa IGF 2025 and
community discussions.

Barriers: geographic, linguistic,
structural.

Proposals: Metrics, policy-aware
development, RASPRG research.



Why This Matters

* Internet standards shape global digital
infrastructure.

* Africa underrepresented in authorship
and influence.

* Participation is tied to visibility and
access.

“Where we meet is always a discussion
point.."



Barriers to Participation

* Geographic: Meetings mostly in US/EU; high
cost to attend-and visa requirement.

* Linguistic: English-dominant
documentation, lack of translations.

 Structural: Low awareness in African
academia and policy.

“Translate RFCs, involve African academia...”



Proposed Metrics Framework

Regional participation stats (mailing
lists, authorship).

Meeting attendance and travel grant
usage.

Translation and localization efforts.
Outreach program results tracking.



Policy-aware Protocol Development

* Encourage inclusion in WG chartering
stages.

* Support multilingual summaries of
drafts.

* Track and promote author diversity.



Role of RASPRG

* Study participation as a research
guestion.

* Pilot inclusive outreach experiments.

* Compare Africa and Latin America
approaches. (Africa & Latin America) Vs
(US&EU). India participation

* Bridge research and standards
development.



Next Steps: Ground Engagement in
Africa

Resolution from Africa IGF 2025: Start engagement
at grassroots level.

Focus on African academia and youth communities.

Goal: Demystify the IETF and its relevance to local
digital futures.

Approach: Outreach, education, community forums,
IETF tutorials.

Long-term vision: Enable African institutions to
actively engage with and contribute to IETF
standards.



Preparing Africa for IETF Participation

0 Background:

— At Africa IGF 2025, a strong consensus emerged to increase regional
engagement with the IETF.

Objective:

— Demystify the IETF and its role through outreach to academia and youth
across Africa.

Planned Actions:

— Launch outreach and awareness sessions in African universities.

— Develop multilingual educational materials on the IETF.

— Build local communities contributing to IETF WGs and drafts.

— Encourage mentorship for African students and researchers.

Vision:

— Create a pipeline of informed and skilled African contributors to shape
the future of Internet standards.



Conclusion & Call to Action

* Africa’s (and other regions)
underrepresentation is real and solvable.

* Inclusive standards require deliberate
effort.

e RASPRG can incubate research and
collaboration.

"Let's build together toward equitable
participation”



Evolution of the Draft: From
Observation to Action

I-D version 00 - 02
https://datatracker.ietf.org/doc/draft-attoumani-ietf-inclusion/

* VO1: Initial findings on structural exclusion from the Global South
* Opened conversation on IETF inclusiveness
* Objective: spark discussion, no formal recommendations

* V02: Incorporated community feedback (Gendispatch, IETF-122)
 Identified core barriers: geography, language, representation
* Introduced taxonomy of participation challenges

I-D version -03 (Current)

* Deepened focus on systemic and operational hurdles

* Focus on section 7.1: metrics & practical recommendations
* Moving from diagnostics to actionable proposals


https://datatracker.ietf.org/doc/draft-attoumani-ietf-inclusion/
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