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The Problem: Walled Gardens Control Flipboard Users Data 01

A New Wave In
Social Media

Arbitrary Changes

API access revoked, rate limits changed, entire ecosystems shut down
overnight

No User Ownership
Users and communities cannot take their data, followers, or content elsewhere

Platform Control
User Experiences are limited




Decentralization as a Solution
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AT and AP Protocol's approach to data decentralization directly addresses these problems

Immediate User Value
Surf can leverage data to immediately build an interest
and social graph

Data Sovereignty

Surf custom feeds are not owned by Flipboard offering
immediate opportunities and value for 3rd party
applications that wish to build upon our communities

Connect an account to Surf

fmastodon

Bluesky

Email



Community Ownership: What Users Really Want 03

Flipboard communities are built on trust, curation, and relationships. Our users tell us what matters

& Feeds

'1@ Rolling Stone Politic... Unpin Feed
% »y @rolli :

Stay plugged into the latest in U.S. politics with Rolling Stone. Follow real-time
conversations and coverage from our writers and editors,

Created with surf.social
Liked by 13

Oregonian Staff

Eed "
W List by oregonian.com s Volces ForiDemacracy

Unpin Feed
d by @mmccue.bsky.social

Republicans, democrats and independents united to save democracy

Created with surf.social

Liked by 125 users

™ Beal Check with The Oregonian
- 4 Podcast Q jlonkees Unpin Feed

Feed by @g

Everything Yankees

Powered by surf.social

Portiand News from The Oregonian S

portland-news-from-the-oregonian-TheOregonian@flipboard 1'@ NeWS_Tak’es R Unpin Feed

() The Oregonian

The Oregonian

Everything tha

Your feed for today's top news and commentary from leading journ: Explore the
Oregon, by journalists who really know

“Watch” tab for news video and the “Listen” tab for deep dives and explainers.

it imunities Created with surf.social

Living & entertainment news from the oregonian et
living-entertainment-news-from-the-oregonian-TheQregoniar
Tech policy £ Pin Feed
masnick.bsk E

A feed about tech policy pulled from a variety of sources and created by Mike Masnick of
Techdirt.com

The Oregonian

o YouTube g i

Membership
Users can become members of this feed

Allow Contributions
Add a hashtag to allow automatic contributions

Speaking Truth to Pow... B Pin Feed

Contribution Hashtag

Ilne n'egonian Independent, non-profit media covering the US

Created with surf.social

W oregonian.com Liked by 27 users
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Only Allow Member Contributions from the #1 news source in the Pa

Only users who have joined your feed and use the hashtag will be able to
contribute

NBA Threads

Feed by @yorush.bsky.socia Qp.npeed




Flipboard and AT

How is Flipboard using AT?

Federated Architecture
of Surf on AT

Surf Labeler

Surf API Services

Surf FeedGen
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user.surf.social

surf.social PDS




Why AT Protocol Matters for Flipboard

v User Empowerment
Data ownership and portability as first principles

v No Vendor Lock-in
Switch services without losing identity or connections

v Composable Moderation
Communities choose safety standards that work for them

v Custom Algorithms
Transparent, user-chosen content discovery

v Protocol-level Standards
Interoperability without centralized gatekeepers

v Innovation Freedom
Build new experiences on open infrastructure
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Questions?



