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Named Footprints Draft Status

• Draft v2 published in July 2025, expiring in January 2026 
• https://datatracker.ietf.org/doc/draft-ietf-cdni-named-footprints/02/

• Kevin Ma review in July 2025
• Draft v3 by the end of 2025 

https://datatracker.ietf.org/doc/draft-ietf-cdni-named-footprints/02/


Problem Statement and Goals
• Footprints in CDNI

- Scoping MI Metadata objects by footprints (RFC8006)
- FCI focus narrowed to scoping Capabilities objects by Footprints 

(RFC8008)
- Enablement of canonical footprint references using external ALTO service 

(RFC9241)

• Named Footprint Goals
- Enable canonical footprint references (i.e., authoritative references with 

stable addressing) for MI Metadata, CI/Tv2 and FCI within CDNI 
Framework without dependency on external frameworks

- Create “named footprints” as a generic base object next to Capability and 
MI Generic Metadata Objects, with support for hierarchy, caching, highly 
dynamic and namespaces

- CDNI Objects may use either “canonical” (external, stable) or “inline” 
(local,  ephemeral) footprint

- Additional enhancements include support for expression language (e.g., 
MEL) and stable references for database-based “inline” footprints
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