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Multiple incorrect antitrust claims about the IETF

There have been claims that antitrust law requires the IETF to do some things in 
certain ways:

1. Claims that the IETF must record every individual position and objection
2. Claims about how consensus must be judged
3. Claims about how due process must operate
4. Claims about how transparently the organisation must act

The further claim is that the IETF is not doing these claimed things

The incorrect conclusion from this is that the IETF is operating illegally.



The IETF LLC response

“These criteria, including openness, balance, due process including an appeals 
process, and consensus-driven decision making, have long been understood as 
best practices for SDOs to maximize the benefits of standardization and to 
minimize the risk of anti-competitive effects, and have been foundational to the 
IETF for decades. IETF policies reflect a careful consideration of applicable 
antitrust law and the principles of openness, balance, due process including an 
appeals process, and consensus-driven decision making.”

“Upon reviewing these claims, we find them without merit.”

RFC 9680 Antitrust Guidelines for IETF Participants is still the appropriate 
guidance to follow


