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Quick SD-JWT VC Review/Overview
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● Describes data formats as well as validation and processing rules to express 
Verifiable Credentials† with JSON payloads with and without selective 
disclosure based on the SD-JWT format

● Uses SD-JWT and the well-established JWT content rules and extensibility 
model as basis for representing VCs††

● Defines an Issuer Signature Mechanisms construct and two common 
mechanisms defined for interoperability:

○ web-based metadata resolution via .well-known and JWKs 
○ inline x509 via x5c header

● Describes Type Metadata 

† a.k.a., Digital Credentials or Verifiable Digital Credentials
†† or DCs or VDCs



We’ll always have Paris Madrid
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● Clarify extend support for claim metadata
● Add privacy concerns regarding the use of `x5u` parameter in JWKs and 

similar remote retrieval mechanisms
● Added a section on Credential Type Extension and Issuer Authorization.
● Fixed an inconsistency to the description of `display` attribute of claim 

metadata.
● add `vct#integrity` to the list of claims that cannot be selectively disclosed
● Drop explicit treatment of the glue type metadata document concept
● Editorial updates and fixes.
● State that when the `status` claim is present and using the `status_list` 

mechanism, the associated Status List Token has to be a JWT.
● `vct` datatype is now just a string
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● Change `lang` to `locale`. While `lang` is more accurate, `locale` is what has 
traditionally been used in OpenID Connect and later related specs.

● Remove JSON schema from Type Metadata
● Introduce optional mandatory property for claims
● Explicitly mention that Type Metadata can have additional stuff that has to be 

ignored if not understood
● Clarify that an SD-JWT VC doesn't contain a KB-JWT but rather might have 

an associated one (which makes it a SD-JWT+KB and Brian is still not sure 
about the term or these words, but it's where we've ended up)

● Remove the requirement to ignore unknown claims, as some applications 
may not want to follow this rule

● Fix cnf claim and JWK references and move them to normative
● List `vct` as one of the required values in type metadata and ensure that the 

use of the document integrity claims is clear
● Remove discussion of status and Status Provider from the Introduction
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● Add a background_image property to the simple rendering aligned with the 
definition in OpenID4VCI

● Recommend to use `sd=always` or `sd=never` to avoid ambiguity and 
introduce rules for `sd` and `mandatory` when extending types

● Provide some guidance on versioning via the `vct` value
● Add security considerations for trust in type metadata
● Require data URIs for non-JSON types
● Require `x5c` to be in the protected header
● Clarify presentations of SD-JWT VC do not require KB
● Updated/expanded example for Type Metadata
● Be more consistent with style for lists of claims/parameters/properties
● Update PID example to make clear that it is not normative
● Clarification on processing of display metadata



Celebrate the moment
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Don’t want to get too cute but… 

WGLC?
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