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● Changes Since IETF 123
● URN Namespace question
● Next Steps
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Recap on GLUE Identifiers

GLobal Unique Enterprise (GLUE) Identifiers
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Why GLUE Identifiers?

● We make online statements about organizations
● We need a consistent and clear way to identity 

those organizations
● There are myriad different ID schemes for 

identifying organizations
● Some of our data models require URNs
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What is a GLUE Identifier?

A entry in a URN namespace
that adds explicit context to a business identifier

with the definition referenced in a registry

Instead of an identifier like this: 54-1650477
It’s like this:
urn:ietf:spice:glue:irs-ein:54-1650477
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Initial GLUE registry contents
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Name Scheme Reference Example

GS1 Global 
Location 
Number

gln https://www.gs1.org/s
tandards/id-keys/gln

urn:ietf:spice:glue:
gln:061414222223

GLEIF lei https://www.iso.org/st
andard/78829.html

urn:ietf:spice:glue:
lei:506700GE1G29325QX
363

Dun & 
Bradstreet

duns https://www.dnb.com/
duns.html

urn:ietf:spice:glue:
duns:15-048-3782

Private 
Enterprise 
Numbers

pen https://www.iana.org/
assignments/enterpri
se-numbers/

urn:ietf:spice:glue:
pen:1.3.6.1.4.1.32473
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Changes Since IETF 123

● Addressed all open issues
○ Clarified registry scope
○ Strengthened guidelines for uniqueness
○ Improved privacy considerations
○ Other minor editorial improvements

● Updated Brent’s affiliation
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URN Namespace 

Original GLUE was described like this:
glue:xyz:123456abc

Then it was suggested that we use a URN namespace, 
so we did this (mimicking OAuth):

urn:ietf:spice:glue:xyz:123456abc

IANA feedback asked if we really want to do that, 
because if we do, it would actually be:

urn:ietf:params:spice:glue:xyz:123456abc
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URN Namespace 

The problems:
1. GLUE Identifiers aren’t parameters
2. that prefix is horrendously long

Possible solutions:
1. Keep a URN namespace, but make it simple:

urn:glue:xyz:123456abc
2. Make our own thing:

glue://xyz:123456abc
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URN Namespace 

There is ample precedent for giving identifiers a 
top-level URN namespace:
● urn:oid [RFC 3061]
● urn:uuid [RFC 4122]
● urn:publicid [RFC 3151]
● urn:lex [RFC 9676]
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https://www.rfc-editor.org/rfc/rfc3061.html
https://www.rfc-editor.org/rfc/rfc4122
https://www.rfc-editor.org/rfc/rfc3151.html
https://www.rfc-editor.org/rfc/rfc9676.html


Next Steps

● Make changes to URN namespace to address IANA 
concerns

● Consider additional organizational namespaces to 
include in the registry

● WGLC
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