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Problem statement

“IETF correspondence” means IETF email, other 
public fora, appeals, minutes, or AV recordings.

Sometimes people attempt to attach “no 
derivative works” restrictions to correspondence.

This inhibits normal discussion.

A wording weakness in RFC 5378 (BCP 78) provides a 
(debatable) loophole for this.
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Proposed solution
 Update RFC 5378 to state that “IETF 
correspondence MUST NOT include restrictions 
on derivative works.”

 Participants MUST ignore both intentionally 
inserted restrictions and similar terms 
automatically inserted by corporate systems.

 Needs review by counsel.
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The Dispatch questions

 Do we want to fix this?
 Is discussion needed (e.g. ipr-wg@ietf.org)?
 AD sponsorship?
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