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Incoming - Informative
• 3.1: The IETF Trust will, in turn, grant a sublicense of these rights to 

all IETF participants for use in the IETF Standards Process.  (See 
Section 5.4.) This sublicense is necessary for the standards 
development work of the IETF to continue.  In addition, the IETF
Trust may grant certain other sublicenses of the rights that it is 
granted under this document.  In granting such other sublicenses, 
the IETF Trust will be guided and bound by documents such as [-
outbound].

• 3.3: The IETF Trust may establish different policies for granting 
sublicenses with respect to different types of Contributions and
content within Contributions (such as executable code versus 
descriptive text or references to third party materials).  The IETF 
Trust's policies concerning the granting of sublicenses to make 
derivative works will be guided by RFC [-outbound].



Incoming - Normative
• 5.4: Sublicenses by IETF Trust: The IETF Trust will sublicense the rights 

granted to it under Section 5.3 to all IETF participants for use within the 
IETF Standards Process.  This license is expressly granted under [TRUST 
LICENSE DOCUMENT].
In addition, the IETF Trust may grant additional sublicenses of the licenses 
granted to it hereunder.  In doing so, the IETF Trust will comply with the 
guidance provided under RFC xxx [-outbound].

• 5.10: To underwrite this principle, the IETF Trust is (requested) directed to 
issue a form of license to contributors which ensures that they may each 
make use of their contributed material as published in an RFC in any way 
they wish, subject only to the restriction that no contributor has the right to 
represent any document as an RFC, or equivalent to an RFC, if it is not a 
full and complete copy or translation of the published RFC.

• Not explicit: Maintain the “legends” document:
– i.  "Legend Instructions" means the standardized text that is included in IETF 

Documents and the instructions and requirements for including that standardized 
text in IETF Documents, each as posted from time to time at 
http://www.ietf.org/legends.



Outgoing - generic

• 1.The IETF Trust, by way of its Trustees, has indicated, as is 
consistent with the IETF structure, that it will respect the wishes of 
the IETF in regard to what these granted rights ought to be.  It is 
therefore the IETF's responsibility to articulate those wishes. This 
document represents the wishes of the IETF regarding the rights 
granted to all users in regard to IETF contributions, until it is 
superseded.

• 4. The rough consensus described in this document reflects the 
agreement of the IETF as of the IETF Last call, and the Trustees of 
the IETF Trust are to begin drafting license text and other materials 
to act on these instructions upon IESG approval of this document for 
RFC publication.  Changes to the IETF documentation, and 
document policies themselves, take effect as determined by the 
Trustees of the IETF trust.



Outgoing – licenses that should 
(and should not) be granted

• 5.1: The IETF wishes to continue to permit anyone to 
make full copies and translations of RFCs.

• 5.2: ...permit the quoting without modification of excerpts 
from IETF Contributions.  Such excerpts may be of any 
length and in any context.  Translation of quotations is 
also to be permitted.  All such quotations should be 
attributed properly to the IETF and the IETF document 
from which they are taken.

• 5.3: …. the IETF Trust is to grant rights such that code 
components of IETF contributions can be extracted, 
modified, and used by anyone in any way desired.

• 5.4: There is no consensus at this time to permit the use 
of text from RFCs in contexts where the right to modify 
the text is required.



Outgoing – code vs text

• Firstly, the Trustees of the IETF Trust should maintain, in 
a suitable, easily accessible fashion, a list of common 
RFC components  which will be considered to be code.  
To start, this list should include at least the items listed 
above.  The Trustees of the IETF Trust will add to this 
list as they deems suitable or as it is directed by the 
IETF.

• Additionally, the Trustees of the IETF Trust should define 
a textually representation to be included in an IETF 
contribution to indicate that a portion of the document is 
considered by the authors (and later the working group, 
and upon approval the IETF) to be code, and to be 
subject to the permissions granted to use code.


