
Things for the IESG/IAB to learn 

•  Should the IETF form the proposed WG 
–  Is there a well defined goal? 
–  Is there already a standardized soluAon and no 
new work is needed? 

–  Is it technically feasible in a reasonable Ame? 
– Are there people that can and will do the work  
and review it? 

–  If the work was completed, would it be used? 



Patent Related IPR at the IETF 

•  If formed, this WG would be working within 
constraints of current IETF IPR policy 



BCP 79 

In general, IETF working groups prefer technologies 
with no known IPR claims or, for technologies with 
claims against them, an offer of royalty‐free licensing.  
But IETF working groups have the discreAon to adopt 
technology with a commitment of fair and non‐
discriminatory  terms, or even with no licensing 
commitment, if they feel that this technology is 
superior enough to alternaAves with fewer IPR claims 
or free licensing to outweigh the potenAal cost of the 
licenses. 



Goal is Royalty Free  

In general, IETF working groups prefer technologies 
with no known IPR claims or, for technologies with 
claims against them, an offer of royalty‐free licensing.  
But IETF working groups have the discreAon to adopt 
technology with a commitment of fair and non‐
discriminatory  terms, or even with no licensing 
commitment, if they feel that this technology is 
superior enough to alternaAves with fewer IPR claims 
or free licensing to outweigh the potenAal cost of the 
licenses. 



No Mandate of Royalty Free 

In general, IETF working groups prefer technologies 
with no known IPR claims or, for technologies with 
claims against them, an offer of royalty‐free licensing.  
But IETF working groups have the discreAon to adopt 
technology with a commitment of fair and non‐
discriminatory  terms, or even with no licensing 
commitment, if they feel that this technology is 
superior enough to alternaAves with fewer IPR claims 
or free licensing to outweigh the potenAal cost of the 
licenses. 


