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Abstract

Thi s docunent defines a value of "application" for the vCard KIND
property so that vCards can be used to represent software
appl i cations.

Status of this Meno

This Internet-Draft is submtted in full conformance with the
provi sions of BCP 78 and BCP 79.

Internet-Drafts are working docunments of the Internet Engineering
Task Force (1ETF). Note that other groups may also distribute
wor ki ng docunents as Internet-Drafts. The list of current Internet-
Drafts is at http://datatracker.ietf.org/drafts/current/.

Internet-Drafts are draft documents valid for a maxi num of six nonths
and may be updated, replaced, or obsol eted by other docunents at any
time. It is inappropriate to use Internet-Drafts as reference
material or to cite themother than as "work in progress."

This Internet-Draft will expire on January 11, 2012
Copyright Notice

Copyright (c) 2011 | ETF Trust and the persons identified as the
docunent authors. Al rights reserved.

This docunment is subject to BCP 78 and the | ETF Trust’'s Lega
Provisions Relating to | ETF Documents
(http://trustee.ietf.org/license-info) in effect on the date of
publication of this docunent. Please review these docunents
carefully, as they describe your rights and restrictions with respect
to this docunent. Code Conponents extracted fromthis docunent nust
include Sinplified BSD Li cense text as described in Section 4.e of
the Trust Legal Provisions and are provided without warranty as
described in the Sinplified BSD License.
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1. Introduction

Version 4 of the vCard specification [ VCARD] defines a new "KIND'
property to specify the type of entity that a vCard represents.
During its work on the base vCard4 specification, the VCARDDAV
Wor ki ng Group defined values of "individual", "organization"

"group”, and "location" for the KIND property. The working group
consi dered but then renoved a value of "thing" to represent any type
of physical entity, machine, software application, etc., with the
expectation that such a value night be defined in a vCard extension
Thi s docunent does not define a generic "thing" value, but instead
defines a nore narrow "application" value so that vCards can be used
to represent software applications.

2. Meaning

When the KIND property has a value of "application", the vCard
represents a software application such as a server, an online service
(e.g., a chatroom), or an automated software bot. Mre fornmally, an
"application" is functionally equivalent to the "applicationProcess
obj ect class used in the Lightweight Directory Access Protoco

[ RFC4519] and derived fromthe Open Systens |nterconnection nodel

[ X.521] and [X. 200]. As one exanple of the "application" KIND
vCards are currently used in the Extensible Messaging and Presence
Prot ocol [RFC6120] to represent instant messagi ng servers that are
depl oyed on the network.

The properties included in an application's vCard apply to one of the
fol | owi ng:

o The application itself (e.g., the FN property night represent the
friendly nane of an application service, the URL property m ght
represent a website that contains further information about the
service, and the ADR, GEO, and TZ properties mght represent the
physi cal address, geographical location, and tinezone of the
machi ne where the service is hosted).

0 An organization or person that nmakes the application avail able on
the network (e.g., the LOGO property m ght represent the corporate
| ogo of a service provider).

0 A person or role that maintains the application (e.g., the TEL,
EMAIL, and | MPP properties mght represent ways to contact a
server adm nistrator).

Because software applications do not have work places and persona
lives, it nakes no sense to include the "work" and "hone" val ues of
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the TYPE paraneter in an application’s vCard (see Section 5.6 of
[ VCARD] ) .

The followi ng base properties nake sense for vCards that represent
software applications (this list is not exhaustive, and other
properties might be applicable as well):

ADR
EMAI L
FN
GEO

I MPP
KEY
Kl ND
LANG
LOGO
NOTE
ORG
PHOTO
REV
SOURCE
TEL
TZ
URL

OO0OO0OO0O0O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO

Al though it might be desirable to define a nore fine-grained taxonony
of applications (e.g., a KIND of "application" with a subtype of
"server" or "IMserver"), such a taxonony is out of scope for this
docunent .

3. Example

The followi ng exanple of an XMPP server is borrowed from [ XEP-0292]
and uses the XM. representation of vCard described in [ VCARDXM].
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<vcard xm ns="urn:ietf:parans: xnl :ns:vcard-4.0">
<f n><t ext >j abber.org | M servi ce</text></fn>
<url ><uri>http://ww. jabber.org/</uri></url>
<l ang>
<par anet er s><pr ef >1</ pr ef ></ par anet er s>
<l anguage- t ag>en</ | anguage-t ag>
</l ang>
<emai | ><t ext >xnmpp@ abber . or g</ t ext ></ enui | >
<i npp><uri >xnpp: j abber. org</uri></i npp>
<l ogo><uri >http://ww. j abber. org/i mages/| ogo. png</uri ></1 ogo>
<geo><uri >geo: 42. 25, - 91. 05</ uri ></ geo>
<t z><t ext >Anreri ca/ Chi cago</text></tz>
<sour ce><uri >xnmpp: j abber. or g?vcar d</ uri ></ source>
<rev><timestanp>19990104T122100Z</ti mest anp></rev>
<ki nd><t ext >appl i cati on</t ext ></ ki nd>
</vcard>

4. | ANA Consi derations

The 1ANA is requested to add "application” to the registry of
property values for vCard4. |In conformance with Section 10.2.6 of
[ VCARD], the registration is as follows, where the reference is to
RFCXXXX

Val ue: application

Purpose: The entity represented by the vCard is a software
application (e.g., a server, an online service such as a chatroom
or an automated software bot).

Conformance: This value can be used with the "KIND' property.

Exanpl e: See Section 3 of RFCXXXX

[[NOTE TO RFC EDI TOR: Pl ease change XXXX to the number assigned to
this specification, and renove this paragraph on publication.]]

5. Security Considerations
Use of vCards to represent physical objects and software applications
is not envisioned to introduce security considerations beyond those
specified for vCards in [ VCARD].
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