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Problem

• More and more types of devices now connect to 
the Internet

• More reasons for devices to interact, sharing:

– physical space

– power

– other resources (audio, light, …)

• Management functions independent of product 
functionality

– energy management

• No standard method for a device to communicate 
what it is



Why I care

• Monitoring energy use in buildings is impaired 

by not knowing what types of devices are 

using what portion of energy

• EMAN lacks a registry to point to to report • EMAN lacks a registry to point to to report 

device type

• This is useful for more than just energy 

management

• Need a mechanism that is universal



Proposal

• IANA registry of basic device types

– Ideally < 150 entries

– Universal



Proposal is NOT about

• Individual identity

• Specific characteristics

• Protocols for transmitting data

• Service Discovery• Service Discovery

• …..



Existing IANA example

RFC 4589, “Location Types Registry”

Abstract 
This document creates a registry 
for describing the types of 
places a human or end system places a human or end system 
might be found. The registry is 
then referenced by other 
protocols that need a common set 
of location terms as protocol 
constants. Examples of location 
terms defined in this document 
include aircraft, office, and 
train station.



Location example excerpt



My questions

• What is best path to getting this created

– Who might be interested to help

– What existing classifications systems should be 

drawn on for contentdrawn on for content

• Any reason not to use the location registry as 

a model?

– Anything to add to or remove from that RFC?



Thank you


