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• Sometimes, origins only know what the caching policy for a 
response should be after they generate it


• E.g., when an error is encountered


• Or, when data is assembled from multiple sources


• This means that they need to either:


• Send a conservative caching policy


• Buffer the response


• Both are bad for performance.
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• HTTP trailers allow sending metadata after the 
body^H^H^H^Hcontent.
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• draft-nottingham-cache-trailers proposes a way to allow 
caching policy to be updated in trailers.


• I believe it has the properties that are necessary to enable 
compatible deployment and succeed for that use case.


• Others seem to disagree - either about those design choices, or 
the appropriate scope of the solution.


• Nevertheless, it does seem to be a topic that’s of interest to this 
WG.
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Is this a problem that the WG 
is interested in addressing?
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Is the draft a suitable 
starting point?*
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* Considering that we always consider a newly adopted draft to require consensus for its contents as well as changes


